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Glass Square Block Party 
- What an amazing evening 

it was...

If you were anywhere but at Glass 
Square on the 16th of April, we 

are truly sorry! On the afternoon of 
the historically warm day, the block 
surrounding the Community House 
was lit up with games, music, infor-
mation, friendship, food and people. 

Over 200 people came to be part of 
the festivities, including the Strath-
bogie Shire Council, Members of 
Parliament Steph Ryan and Damian 
Drum. 

The Men’s Shed handed out 200 
sausages and the amazing crew at 
the House made and sold 50 pizzas. 
There were quilt displays, CPR class-
es, an arts corner and a ukulele con-
cert, just to mention a few events. 
For the children, or those young 
at heart, there were also inflatable 
soccer balls, jumping castles and 
archery wars to participate in. 

More than anything however, the 
afternoon showed off the spirit and 
heart of our town, with so many dif-
ferent people stepping up and vol-
unteering to make it happen. ‘Thank 
you’ doesn’t quite cut it. Wow. Just 
wow! (More pictures to follow.) 



Block Party

Community House President Wendy Keenan welcoming everyone to the 
Block Party and Open House

The kids had heaps of fun with the inflatable, 
supersized toys...

Councillor Deb Bower and Mayor Amanda McClaren paint-

ing the new Youth Hub. 

Ayla trying out the Arts Corner.



Block Party

Suzanne Sinclair displaying the many beautiful works of the 
Crafts Group.

The Patchwork and Quilting group put on a beautiful display 
for all visitors to admire. 

Many different community groups participated in the event.

Ana Williams arranged a raffle to raise money for a cuddle 
cot.

Des Mason was an absolute hero, working the pizza oven 
for the whole afternoon.

The Men’s Shed was open too and managed to give away 
over 200 sausages! 



Reports and recaps

Our theme this month was Easter and seafood, 
with everyone bringing along the most delicious 
dishes for us to sample. We had around 15 mem-
bers attend, due to family commitments some 
others were unavailable.

Of course we had to start with an Easter egg 
hunt but forgetting how night falls early this 
time of year saw grown ups fossicking in bushes 
and garden beds with their phones as torches. I 
do believe there will be eggs found right up to 
Christmas!!!

It was great to see people trying new recipes, our 
entree of smoked salmon blini, mains including 
Salmon cheesecake with avocado sauce, a won-
derfully colourful scallop salad as well as a tradi-

Shared Table
tional Russian dessert. We also had favourites like 
smoked cod pie and tuna mornay. Certainly we 
were spoiled for choice.

Last night at the community house was the best 
restaurant in town by a huge margin.

I wish to invite new and old members who wish 
to be part of our informal foodie gatherings to 
please contact me on 0438315731.

Our next get together will be a trip to a food 
market in Melbourne. Jeanette Murray will be the 
convener for this with the date to be confirmed 
once more details are found out.

Elizabeth Branagan



Reports and recaps

Good bye hot summer 
welcome beautiful autumn 

with the cooler temperature 
and pleasant days  The garden  
group is now full of talented in-
dividuals who all contribute to 
a successful  team of gardeners 
and handymen.  Since Christ-
mas. we  have picked zucchinis, 
strawberries, snow peas sweet 
corn, rhubarb basil ,beans ,but 
most of all tomatoes. 

The Garden Group
This summer has not been 
kind to our garden, with almost 
drought conditions, we have 
relied on the sprinkler system 
to keep the plants in healthy 
condition.

 This has been a learning les-
son,  for us, we realise that 
shadecloth and heavy mulching 
will help save the plants Con-
sequently  when the tempera-
tures reach over 40 degrees 
Celsius consistently, the toma-
toes stop ripening and become 
dormant and remain green. 
We are now planting the winter 
vegetables, potatoes, broccoli, 
broad beans carrots and cauli-
flower and cabbage
Industrious Yvonne has been 
planting all types of seeds into 
the seed box.  She has to be 
reminded to stop.... for morn-
ing tea. A special thanks to 
Robyn Spinner who provides 
with morning tea, plain biscuits 

topped with slices of our own 
tomatoes. 

Any person with rain dancing 
experience please front up on 
Monday mornings at the Hub 
to help with our garden

Happy gardening,
Mike Thomas

Sourdough Bread Making Class

Upcoming events

Enjoy baking but would like to 
learn something new? Or per-

haps feel like trying a challenge 
completely out of your comfort 
zone? The Community House 
is facilitating a brand new sour-

dough bread making workshop! 
Nicky Mc Keown who used to run 
her own bread business, is doing 
a one day class at the end of July.   
Be on the lookout for further infor-
mation on date and time. 



Computer Class 

Feel like technology went on a marathon 
and left you behind? Want to learn how 

to operate your phone, computer or iPad 
but not sure where to start? The Community 
House has got you covered! 

In May the eminent Sally Fyfield will be run-
ning a computer course for not so tech savvy 
people. You will initially learn how to use 
Google and then the course will focus on 
whatever individual requests or needs the 
participants have. Sign up with Anna Close 
at the House. (Contact details at the front 
page.) 

Dates: Fridays, 
3rd, 10th, 17th 
and 24th of 
May. 

Time: 10.30

Upcoming events

Fancy a social game of tennis?
(Note: This is not an event organised by the Community House)

We are looking for a few medium standard ten-
nis players to join us for a purely social game 

of tennis.  We play every Friday morning on a pri-
vate tennis court.

I thought the community house might be the place 
to enquirer.  If there’s anyone interested would you 
ask them to email :  clarepurbrick@gmail.com or 
ring 57942303 (but not at the moment as our line 
has been severed!)

Regards Clare Purbrick 

Tow ‘n’ Yarn

For those who enjoy caravaning, camping 
and good company! You don’t need to 

own all the equipment or be a survival spe-
cialist to join! Just come along and make 
some new friends.

Next meeting: Thursday 16th of May, 
10.00am at the Community House. 

Next Camp: 22nd to 28th of May 2019. 
Walwa, Riverside Caravan Park. 

For more information, please contact Max 
Dunstone, phone: 5794 1868.



Upcoming events

Parks Victoria has recently 
completed renovations of  

Days Mill Historic Area in Mur-
chison and would like to show-
case this to the public!  

The site will be open on Satur-

day 11th and Sunday 12th May 
2019 from 10.30am-3.00pm 
each day. Apart from the histor-
ic mill, you also have the op-
portunity to enjoy a veriety of 
market stalls. 

Days Mill Open Days
(This is not a Community House event.)

Tours of the Mill will be avail-
able at at 11am, 12.30pm and 
1.30pm. For more information, 
please visit www.nationaltrust.
org.au/ahf_event/days-mill-
open-days/

Community House Shed working bee

Our practical and spacious shed has served us 
well for quite some time now. We fit in every-

thing from outdoor furniture to garden tools and 
even a fridge! However, with more use and more 
stuff also comes a greater mess! We have decided 
to have a working bee where we go through, orga-
nise and set up the shed for a more practical future 
use. Would you consider coming out to help us? (If 
you’re a proud hoarder you might want to come just 
to make sure we don’t throw too much stuff away... 
Just saying! ;-))

Date: 21st of May, 2019 
Time: 10.00am



Matildas are back

Are you interested in theatre, art or music? Then 
we’ve got good news for you! The Matildas are 

back on and can’t wait to get out on their next joint 
adventure! Ilona King is currently wanting to know 
if there is any interest in attending Menopause - the 
Musical in Bendigo on the 30th of June at 6.30. See 
www.bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-theatres/
event/menopause-musi-
cal for more info. 

Another possible out-
ing is the High Tea 
with Wedgwood at the 
Bendigo Art Gallery, 
which is open between 
the 2nd of April and 
27th of June. Does this 
sound like something 
you’d be interested in? 
Send Anna an e-mail on 
nlchouse32@gmail.com 
or call 5794 1487. 

Photography Club

Like taking photos but wish you knew more tech-
niques or skills?  Looking for someone to give a 

some profesional advice on how to make your pho-
tos pop?  Then this is the Club for you! Nagambie 
local Judy Hoffman 
is starting up a new 
fun-loving photogra-
phy group for all ages. 
No matter what you 
take your photos with, 
or whether you prefer 
digital or film, there 
will be something for 
all! The third meeting 
will be held on the 
14th of May at12.00pm 
- 2.30pm and 7pm. 
Contact  
judyhoff@bigpond.
com

Mosaic Class

Have you, like so many of us, admired the 
stunning pizza oven, wishing you too could 

learn how to do mosaic? Then we’ve got good 
news for you! In June of this year, self taught 
mosaic expert Edna James will be starting up a 
four week mosaic class for beginners! 

The course is open for max ten participants, 
so make sure to book in now with coordinator 
Anna Close. Call or e-mail on: nlchouse32@
gmail.com

The House will be providing all the material you 
need, including cement sheets, tiles, glue and 
grout.  (If you would like to use tiles with any 
particular colours and textures, you are more 
than welcome to buy those yourself and bring 
them to the class.)  

Date:  Thursday 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th of 
June.

Time: 1.00pm - 3.30pm. 

Place: Nagambie Lakes Community House.

Cost: $10 per occassion and $2 to the House. 
(The whole course in total will be $48)



VISIT SOUTH MELBOURNE MARKET
South Melbourne Market is a wondrous place: 
the range of food stuffs and other products is 
gobsmacking, however it's small enough to be 
comfortable, it is all undercover, and is easily got 
to by public transport.

Date: Wednesday 15th May

THE MARKET
Product range is extensive; it includes: fruit and 
veg; deli; meat and poultry; seafood; speciality 
grocery; news, books, toys and stationery; Jewel-
lery, pets; home and living; hair, body and soul; 
children's clothing; nursery and flowers; fashion 
and accessories plus there's plenty of places to 
eat and drink, and a pleasant outdoor eating area 
to enjoy your food.

Facilities: Toilets, ATM.

Market contacts: 9209 6295, smm@portphillip.
vic.gov.au, southmelbournemarket.com.au

Bring: Shopping bag/s and/or a trolley (prefera-
bly with wheels) with frozen icepacks if you plan 
to buy meat, fish or dairy foods.
Wear: Melbourne weather (four seasons?) appro-
priate clothing and comfortable shoes.

TRANSPORT                                                                                                                                         
We will take the 8.12am train from Seymour 
station (arrives Southern Cross station at 9.39). 
Allow 30 mins travel time from Nagambie, I sug-
gest you arrange to carpool as parking is so limit-
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ed at Seymour station  car park (an alternative is 
to park in the Woolies carpark and walk through 
the arcade to the station).

You will need a paid up Myki card. You can up-
date your card at Seymour station.

We will travel to from Southern Cross station to 
the market by tram.

Return trip: time is flexible depending on time 
taken to shop, eat  and explore the market. Sey-
mour trains

BOOKING
If you wish to join in this trip please contact 
Jeanette Murray 5794 2115 or jmurray771@big-
pond.com by Wednesday 8th May. Thank you.

Dinner on a shoestring
Feel like food’s gotten a lot more expensive lately or just getting 
tired of your old smart recipes? Cathy Langdon, also known as our 
towns excellen librarian, is looking for expressions of interest in 
starting up an economically clever cooking class. 

If you would like to learn how to make a delicious dinner from what 
you have in your pantry or on a limited budget, please contact 
Anna Close at the House to find out more.  



O n  t h e 
h o r i z o n . . . 

The Nagambie Lakes Community 
House are currently investigating the 
possibilities of arranging: 

• A “dinner on a shoestring-class”.

• A sourdough baking class, starting 
in July.

• A drama and music class for prima-
ry school students. 

If you think 
you might be 
interested, 
please don’t 
hesitate to 
contact Anna 
at the House. 

C u r r e n t 
C o m m u n i t y 

H o u s e  G r o u p s 
Arts Group 
Saturdays, 1pm - 4pm. Art Room, Primary School. Con-

tact: Valma Crerar, nlchouse32@gmail.com

Breast Cancer Support group
Meets regularly at the House. Contact: Di Proud 5794 

1520.   

Craft Group
Mondays 10am - 12pm. Contact: Beryl Dukes, bg-

dukes@bigpond.com

Garden Group
Mondays 10am - 12pm. Contact: Mike Thomas, mi-
chaelthomas12@bigpond.com

Matildas
Getting ready to lock in their very first adventure. Con-

tact: Ilona King, larryilonaking@gmail.com.

Parent’s Group
Next  meeting Tuesday the 7th of May, 5.30pm at the 
House. Contact person: Lauren, Pureplatinum@y7mail.

com

Patchwork and quilting
Thursdays, 10am - 3pm. Tennis Clubrooms. Contact: Pat 

Moroney, gmoroney3@bigpond.com

Photography Group
Next meeting, 14th of May at 12.30pm - 2pm AND 

7pm. Contact: Judy Hoffman, judyhoff@bigpond.com.

Shared Table
Third Wednesday of the week. 6pm. Contact: Elizabeth 

Branagan, emmeng@hotmail.com

Tow ‘n’ Yarn
Meets regularly for caravan- and camping adventures. 

Contact: Max Dunstone, 5794 1868.

Ukulele Group
Wednesdays, 9am - 12pm. ContactL Robyn, robyna-

lice2004@yahoo.com.au

Walking Group
Meets once a month. Contact person: Wendy Mason, 

mason.wendy.m@gmail.com

Welcome Group
Meets once a month. Contact person: Jeanette Murray, 

nagambiewlecomegroup@gmail.com

Writing Group
Second Tuesday of the month, 10am - 12pm. Contact 

person Vonnie Deering, vonnie.deering@bigpond.com

As some of you might already have no-
ticed, the Nagambie Lakes Community 

House has got a brand new logo, beautifully 
designed by Sharon Kleinig. The new logo 
is made up of several smaller parts, which 
together form the greater unity; just like our 
groups and members make up the Commu-
nity House! We will soon have new signs at 
the front with the new logo on.

W e ’ v e  g o t  a 
n e w  l o g o



From the 
Coordinator ’s  desk

The night I came home from the Block Party, I 
had a difficult time falling asleep. Aimlessly 

surfing on my phone, awaiting my brain to calm 
itself down, I stumbled across a column writ-
ten by a Swedish theologian with the headline: 
“Why we don’t build cathedrals anymore.” It was 
written in the wake of the dreadful fire at Notre 
Dame and the content really spoke to me, in 
more ways than one... 

The building of cathedrals, the author argued, 
was once upon a time instigated by people who 
knew they would never see the build complete. 
Yet they took upon themselves a mutual project 
so great that only generations to come would 
get to experience and enjoy is glory. The cost of 
these magnificent churches, was yet again too 
great for any institution or person to carry alone, 
so the build became a mutual labour of love, for 
both rich and poor. 

Today however, the author claimed, we no longer 
care for mutual projects, dreams or efforts. We 
are busy tending to our own kitchen renovations, 
deck builds or gardens. We don’t want to sacri-
fice anything for the sake of others, nor do we 
have the patience to continue working on some-
thing we won’t see finished. 

In some ways I think he is right. Our society today 
is saturated with instant gratifications and quick 
fixes. We buy, break and throw away and yes; the 
all so busy lives many of us seem to live leave 
little or no room for volunteering or serving 

others... 

And yet again; there you are. All you amazing, 
humble, hard working, kind, generous, fun lov-
ing and knowledgeable volunteers. All you who 
make up the Community House in all its glory. To 
me, our little building on Prentice Street shines 
with just as much radiance as the spires of all the 
worlds cathedrals, if yet in a slightly different way. 

At the Block Party, I saw so many of you “build 
our cathedral”, if you don’t mind the metaphor. 
You were making pizzas, tendig to the oven, 
talking to strangers and inviting kids to come and 
try painting. You were cleaning up what others 
left behind, cookin soup, playing ukuleles, shar-
ing your passions, 
interests and skills. 

I am so incredibly 
proud to say I too 
am a part of this 
family. Let’s con-
tinue sharing our 
knowledge, friend-
ship and skills with 
this town, inviting 
even more peo-
ple to come be a 
part of something 
“bigger than our-
selves.”

At your service, 
Anna Close

M o t h e r ’ s  D a y 
C o n c e r t  a n d  H i g h  Te a

Featuring

Milkwood & Grim Fawkner
Rushworth Shire Hall 

Sunday 12 May, 2pm, Tix $20

Booking essential - contact Julie: 0408 - 602 841
(Please note this is not a Communty House event.)Louise Costa and Julie Price.


